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The background
Child Maltreatment (CM), in the form of physical  
and mental abuse or physical and mental neglect,  
is one of the most common and severe Adverse 
Childhood Experiences (ACEs) experienced  
by 55 million children in the EU.

Maltreatment takes the form 
of sexual abuse (9.6% of cases), 
physical neglect (16.3%),  
emotional neglect (18.4%),  
physical abuse (22.9%)  
and emotional abuse (29.6%)
Source: WHO Regional Office (2018)

It is known and reported that most of  
the episodes of violence against children  
occur within the family and survivors are  
at risk of longer term consequences.

This project is about timely diagnose of kids  
at risk of child maltreatment and about  
supporting those who are already victims  
of any form of abuse or neglect. 

The joint collaboration of professionals 
working with kids and local Institutions aims  
to ensure a response to this phenomenon  
by working to reinforce child protection  
service network and building resilience  
in kids, knowing that building resilience  
in children helps moderate the effects  
of ACE on developmental harms  
and consequently, better outcomes  
despite a history of multiple ACEs.



Capacity building
Professionals in Italy, Lithuania and 
Poland, working within medical care, 
social services, police and education 
sectors are trained on assisted-resilience 
paradigm to recognize signals  
of maltreatment and to build  
kids’ resilience.

Joint Action Strategy
Key local multi-agency public 
institutions and private actors working 
within Child Protection system, are 
engaged in a public-private partnerships 
to address childhood adversity at local 
level with increased homogeneity and 
unified and consistent management. 

Lobbying and  
Sensitisation activities
Face to Face meetings with  
Local Authorities, Awareness  
Workshops with NGOs/CSOs, National 
Conferences and a European Round Table 
are organised to raise attention on  
child maltreatment and to present 
capacity building and to present  
Public-Private Partnership model.

The activities



The goals in  
Italy, Lithuania  
and Poland
By the end of the project…

315 interdisciplinary 
professionals  
will assume the role of  
Tutor of Resilience for children

75 key stakeholders  
of CM draft a joint strategy  
to prevent and to combat  
child maltreatment locally

500 individuals  
will participate to information 
days, lobbying events and 
conference on suggestions on 
how to prevent and combat CM



PEARLS for children - Professionals’ 
Empowerment through Assisted Resilience 
Learning and Support -  is a 24 month project 
funded by European Union’s Rights, Equality 
and Citizenship Programme (2014-2020).

The project has started on 1st October 2020  
and it aims to contribute to preventing  
and combating Child Maltreatment (CM)  
in Italy, in Lithuania and in Poland.
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